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Contact Us

A resource and advocacy center for independent living serving people with disabilities and the Deaf & hard of hearing in Central Massachusetts.

Voice: (508) 798-0350  •  Toll Free: (800) 570-4020  •  VP: (508) 762-1164  • TTY: (508) 755-1003  •  Fax: (508) 797-4015
18 Chestnut St. Suite 540, Worcester, MA 01608  •  Website: youraccessadvocates.org

On April 6 , DHILS staff, our interns and community members came
together for a Spring Party. After some socializing, intern Paula led
the group in Chair Yoga showing different positions and breathing
exercises.
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After a potluck lunch, everyone learned about “Junk Journals” - a
handmade book for your memories or ideas, filled with recycled 

Spring Party Recap

and found materials, like old tickets, fabric scraps, and newspaper clippings. Many creative
and fun things were made. Per consumers’ request, we plan to host a future Junk Journal
workshop and Chair Yoga classes.
                                                                                                                        See pictures on Page 3

MCDHH 40  AnniversaryTH

MCDHH celebrated it’s 40  Anniversary on Thursday, April 30  during Deaf and Hard of
Hearing Constituent’s Day at the State House, and Saturday, May 2  with an Anniversary
celebration at Holyoke Community College [HCC]. Thursday’s event included many different
speakers including MCDHH Commissioner, Dr. Opeoluwa Sotonwa, MCDHH’s first
Commissioner, BJ Wood and several legislators. Inspirational speeches were also given 
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by the first Deaf Asian Female Pilot, Sheila Xu, and Elaine Ducharme of
DBCAN [DeafBlind Community Access Network].

After DEAFinitely Performance Crew’s amazing performance, MCDHH
and the SAC [Statewide Advisory Council] presented awards. MCDHH
awarded four individuals within the Deaf, hard of hearing, DeafBlind,
late-deafened, and oral deaf communities for their positive impact 

Continued on Page 2

and contributions in advocacy, leadership, public service, accessibility and inclusion. These
included: The BJ Wood Trailblazer Award: Katie McCarthy; The CART Captioning Excellence
Award: Stefanie Farrell; The Gail Sallop Interpreter Award: Alice Harrigan; and The Lifetime
Achievement Award: Ed Varallo.

https://youraccessadvocates.org/services/deaf-hard-of-hearing/
https://youraccessadvocates.org/
https://youraccessadvocates.org/get-involved/careers/
https://youraccessadvocates.org/clw-request-for-services/
https://youraccessadvocates.org/contact/
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40th Anniversary Committee

BJ Wood

L to R: Ellen Perkins, Kim White
and Commissioner Ope

Meg Coffin, Benji Kemper,  
DHILS Staff  and Consumers

Ellen Perkins

40th40th

MCDHH 40  Continued...th

SAC presented five awards, including: Outstanding Advocate of the Year: Andrea Kaneb;
Outstanding Service Provider of the Year: Kim White (our own YAA DHILS Staff!); Legislator of
the Year: Senator Adam Gómez; Outstanding Youth Advocate: Tia LaBrecque; and
Outstanding Organization of the Year: Discovery Museum of Acton.
Saturday kicked off with welcoming remarks from Commissioner Ope and Lieutenant
Governor Kim Driscoll. BJ Wood also spoke about MCDHH’s History and Reimagining the
Future. A fun community interactive game of Trivia followed with a lunch break and a game
of Bingo. A Panel Discussion wrapped up the day.

Both events were well attended and a great time was had by all. Congratulations to MCDHH
on their 40 years!

Joan Philip, Ellen Perkins
and Kim White
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Spring Party Pictures
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YAA Staff on the State House Grand Staircase

IL Education Day at the State House
Your Access Advocates staff, including DHILS,
attended Independent Living [IL] Education Day on
Thursday, April 23  at the State House. There are 10 IL
Centers throughout Massachusetts including YAA.
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At the morning program, which included different
speakers, DHILS staff led the crowd in a cheer of,
“My care...my choice”!

Later on, DHILS visited legislator offices and advocated for support of bills and the budget.

Tax Night Recap

We’re so grateful to our team of (6) very dedicated AARP TaxAide volunteers this year for all
of their hard work before, during and after our tax appointments to ensure high quality tax
assistance for our consumers and the Deaf Community. Thank you, AARP TaxAide team,
DHILS Staff, interpreters and consumers/Deaf community members for making this another
successful tax season! 

We’d like to send a big thank you to our AARP TaxAide team for
another great collaboration this year providing 48 Deaf
consumers/Deaf Community members with tax filing assistance!
Once again, our appointments booked quickly, and we hosted 3
Tax Nights in March and 1 in April. We’re all so relieved we had no
snow cancellations this year despite the snowy winter we had.

DHILS Cheer: My Care...My Choice!
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Joan Philip DHILS Director 508-762-1165 (VP)

Priscilla Langone DHILS Administrative Assistant 508-556-1600 (VP)

Ellen Perkins
DHILS Asst. Manager/Hard of
Hearing Skills Trainer

508-502-7576 (Voice); 
508-762-1354 (VP)

Rosemary Moreira Senior Deaf Skills Trainer (Full-time) 508-762-1166 (VP)

Denise Paro Deaf Skills Trainer (Part-time) 508-762-1021 (VP)

Vacant Deaf Skills Trainer (Full-time)

Vacant Deaf Skills Trainer (Part-time)

Kim White Staff Interpreter 508-755-1042 (Voice); 
508-283-1036 (VP)

Videophone: 508-762-1164
TTY: 508-755-1003

www.youraccessadvocates.org

YAA: www.facebook.com/YourAccessAdvocates
DHILS Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/yaa.dhils/

Worcester Parent Guide to
 Community Resources

CLICK HERE FOR ENGLISH GUIDE

Missed a Newsletter?
Past issues are on our website!

CLICK HERE

Updated 
Therapists for
the Deaf and

Hard of Hearing
Directory  

CLICK HERE

Questions? Contact your Skills Trainer

https://youraccessadvocates.org/2022/12/whats-up-newsletter/
http://www.youraccessadvocates.org/
https://www.facebook.com/YourAccessAdvocates
https://www.facebook.com/groups/yaa.dhils/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j59fXZEFZEbM9fA1byzGH5cYKiN6bsdP/view
https://youraccessadvocates.org/2022/12/whats-up-newsletter/
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