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Empowering 

Independence 

February 2026 

Gather and organize records 
Organized tax records make filing a complete and          

accurate tax return easier. Some examples of tax records 

can include: 

• Forms W-2 from your employer(s) 

• Forms 1099 from banks, issuing agencies and other payers including   

unemployment compensation, dividends, pension, annuity or retirement 

plan distributions 

• Form 1099-K, 1099-MISC, W-2 or other income statement. 

• Form 1099-INT if you were paid interest 

• Other income documents and records of digital asset [EX: Bitcoin]  

transactions 

Use direct deposit 
The IRS is phasing out paper tax refund checks, under the executive order 

Modernizing Payments To and From America’s Bank Account. The IRS     
encourages taxpayers who don’t have a bank account to open one so they can 

receive refunds by direct deposit. 

Get Ready for 2026 Tax Filing Season 

Black History Month 

Every February, people in the United States celebrate the 

achievements and history of African Americans as part of 

Black History Month.  

Black History Month was created to focus attention on the 

contributions of African Americans to the U.S. It honors all Black people 

from all periods of U.S. history, from the enslaved people first brought over 

from Africa in the early 17th century to African Americans living in the U.S. 

today. 

Among the notable figures is Andrew Jackson           

Foster, who was the first Black Deaf person to graduate 

from Gallaudet University, earning his   bachelor’s degree 

in 1954. Known as the "Father of Deaf Education in Africa," 

he overcame segregation to establish 32 schools for the 
deaf across 13 African countries.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Andrew Jackson Foster 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/qmguCVOo4Li10oQhG6TvHEsgmY?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QocACW6p5Mcvzmoh6gh2HoEwbc?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/pAD7CXDqgNT3BorI6BiEHWI5Cr?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/2fMcCYErjOuPk2BTG7fQHxL0K8?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/2fMcCYErjOuPk2BTG7fQHxL0K8?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/KeTtCZ6vkPcyP9BIjzt3HBR7DM?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/QKV7C1wEgKuKnNWcGGi3HVuovv?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/v2W6C31EkMUV7zNiqDFpHQ89Er?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/AmVmC4xVlNIGYKkTxVHnH4-UA7?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/n-YMC5yVmOhOgLNFO8UVHk1su8?domain=links-1.govdelivery.com
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Black History Month (continued) 

Today Black History Month continues the discussion of Black people and their    

contributions through activities such as museum exhibits and film screenings, and 

by encouraging the study of achievements by African Americans year-round.    

Claudia Gordon is the first deaf African American female attorney in the United 

States. She became deaf at age eight in Jamaica before moving to the U.S., later 

graduating from American University’s Washington College of Law in 2004. She is  

a prominent disability rights advocate and worked in the White House.   

(Continued from page 1) 

Claudia Gordon 
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Hello! My name is Paula Sheehan, and I am a second-year student at           

Quinsigamond Community College (QCC) majoring in Deaf Studies. My interest in 

this program stems from my diagnosis of hearing loss, attributed to being a fitness 

instructor of several years surrounded by loud music. I am very grateful to have 

been selected as an intern at the Center for Living & Working, where I can learn 

more about the Deaf community and culture. This opportunity allows me to lend a 

hand in various capacities while expanding my ASL skills. I am also a Yoga     

teacher, which further enhances my ability to support others’ well-being.  

Introducing DHILS Interns 

Hi! My name is Mia Campellone and I am a resident of Rhode Island. I hold a 

bachelor’s degree in social work and was introduced to American Sign Language 

and Deaf Culture when I began an internship at Perspectives Corporation during 

my undergraduate studies. What began as curiosity quickly turned into a genuine 

passion for the language and culture, leading me to pursue interpreting at     

Northern Essex Community College (NECC). I am now in my final semester of the 

ASL Interpreting Certificate Program, and I am excited to continue building my 

skills as an intern at CLW as I prepare to enter the field.  

Hi! My name is Becky Boyd, and I am a student at Quinsigamond Community 

College (QCC) working toward my associate’s degree in Deaf Studies. I am on track 

to graduate this spring and am very excited to see what the next chapter of my    

education in ASL and involvement in the Deaf community will bring.  

I enrolled in the Deaf Studies program in January 2024, more than 20 years after 

graduating high school. Prior to returning to school, I worked as a Branch        

Manager for a local credit union. After the birth of my second child in 2020, I 

chose not to return to that role. With the changes brought on by COVID, I was 

grateful for the opportunity to stay home with my two young children during that 

time.  

I continue to work alongside my husband by managing the office operations for his landscape     

business. Although returning to school after such a long break was nerve-wracking, I have always 

been intrigued by sign language and felt strongly motivated to finally pursue this passion and deepen 
my understanding of ASL and the Deaf community.  

When I am not working or attending classes, my family and I love spending time outdoors and    

traveling. We especially enjoy warm weather, and our favorite home away from home is St. John, 

USVI. I am excited to begin at CLW and grateful for the opportunity!  
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Joan Philip DHILS Director 508-762-1165 (VP) 

Priscilla Langone DHILS Administrative Assistant 508-556-1600 (VP) 

Ellen Perkins DHILS Asst. Manager/Hard of Hearing Skills Trainer 
508-502-7576 (Voice);  
508-762-1354 (VP) 

Rosemary Moreira Senior Deaf Skills Trainer (Full-time) 508-762-1166 (VP) 

Denise Paro Deaf Skills Trainer (Part-time) 508-762-1021 (VP) 

Vacant Deaf Skills Trainer (Full-time)  

Vacant Deaf Skills Trainer (Part-time)   

Kim White  Staff Interpreter 
508-755-1042 (Voice);  
508-283-1036 (VP) 

Questions? Contact your Skills Trainer  

Contact Us! 

CLW: www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking 

DHILS Group: www.facebook.com/groups/clw.dhils  

Center for Living & Working, Inc. 

Deaf  and Hard of  Hearing Independent Living Services Department 

Videophone: 508-762-1164 

TTY: 508-755-1003 

www.CenterLW.org 

MISSED A WHAT’S UP NEWSLETTER? 
Past issues of newsletters are on our website! 
VISIT: HTTPS://WWW.CENTERLW.ORG/2022/07/WHATS-UP-NEWSLETTER/ 

UPDATED: Therapists for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Directory  

Click here: https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1mRNQIKYYNjM4vYpRX7OECQkiW-PQlu62/view?usp=sharing 

Worcester Parent Guide to 

Community Resources 

CLICK HERE FOR ENGLISH GUIDE  

https://www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking
http://www.facebook.com/groups/clw.dhils/
http://www.CenterLW.org
HTTPS://WWW.CENTERLW.ORG/2022/07/WHATS-UP-NEWSLETTER/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mRNQIKYYNjM4vYpRX7OECQkiW-PQlu62/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mRNQIKYYNjM4vYpRX7OECQkiW-PQlu62/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j59fXZEFZEbM9fA1byzGH5cYKiN6bsdP/view?usp=drive_link

