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Empowering 

Independence 

June/July 2025 

CLW Celebrates 50 Years! 

On Friday, May 9th, Center for Living & Working, Inc. [CLW] celebrated a 

milestone 50 years at the AC Hotel Worcester with staff, partners, and 

community members. Appetizers and desserts were served as Meg Coffin, 

CLW CEO, talked about the history and continued mission of the 

organization. Senator Robin Kennedy, paid tribute to our staff and work.  

Joe Petty, Mayor of Worcester, awarded CLW a Key to the City of Worcester 

and declared May 9th as Center for Living & Working Day. See 

pictures on page 2. 

Left to Right: Rosemary Moreira, Priscilla Langone, Deanna Emberley-
Handricken, Ellen Perkins, Joan Philip, Kim White and Sam Cuddy. 

Deaf, Deaf, World at CLW 

Can you imagine a world where American Sign Language 

[ASL] is the primary language? That’s what happened on 

May 15th at CLW. As part of CLW staff’s in-service training, the DHILS 

department of CLW hosted “It’s a Deaf, Deaf World” where it was a “voices 

off” environment in which staff had to visit different stations: DTA 

(Department of Transitional Assistance), MassHealth, and more.  Staff were 

presented with a situation/scenario, which they needed to communicate to 

DHILS staff and volunteers using only ASL, gestures, writing, or whatever 

worked. If they got caught talking, they were taken to jail!  

During our group discussion at the end, CLW staff shared their hardest and 

easiest stations, jail experiences, and whether or not they understood the 

emergency announcements. Thank you to all of our volunteers who came 

and helped make this such an impactful and successful in-service! See 

pictures on page 3. 
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CLW’s 50th Anniversary 

Mayor of Worcester, Joseph Petty; 
CLW Board President, Nancy Garr-Colzie; 

CLW CEO, Meg Coffin 

Senator Michael Moore and 
Mayor Joseph Petty 

Meg Coffin, CLW CEO, and 
Senator Robyn Kennedy 

Consumers, community partners and CLW staff watch the presentations and awards ceremony. 
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“It’s a Deaf, Deaf World” at CLW 

All CLW staff and volunteers at “It’s a Deaf, Deaf World”. 
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Hurricane Awareness - Forecasts, Watches & Warnings 

Watch video with ASL and captions: 

https://youtu.be/xKdkYi9VAxY?si=R2dNba9H0qiH8tcM 

Understanding the Unhealthy Heat Threshold 
What is it? When temperatures are 85°F or higher for 3 days 

straight. When this happens, there is an increase in heat-related 

Emergency Room (ER) visits. 

What does the DPH's Unhealthy Heat Forecast page do? 

Helps people prepare to stay safe from the heat with real-time 

temperature forecasts, and when high temperatures pose a higher risk 

for vulnerable groups like children, older adults, and people with 

chronic medical conditions. 

The alert also helps healthcare professionals, local governments, 

organizations, and residents take action to prepare for a heat wave. 

Where do I find this tool? www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-unhealthy-heat-forecast 

https://youtu.be/xKdkYi9VAxY?si=R2dNba9H0qiH8tcM
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-unhealthy-heat-forecast
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Joan Philip DHILS Director 508-762-1165 (VP) 

Priscilla Langone DHILS Administrative Assistant 508-556-1600 (VP) 

Ellen Perkins DHILS Asst. Manager/Hard of Hearing Skills Trainer 
508-502-7576 (Voice);  
508-762-1354 (VP) 

Deanna Emberley-Handricken Deaf Skills Trainer (Full-time) 508-762-1021 (VP) 

Rosemary Moreira Deaf Skills Trainer (Full-time) 508-762-1166 (VP) 

Vacant Deaf Skills Trainer (Part-time)  508-762-1350 (VP) 

Kim White  Staff Interpreter 
508-755-1042 (Voice);  
508-283-1036 (VP) 

Questions? Contact your Skills Trainer  

Contact Us! 

CLW: www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking 

DHILS Group: www.facebook.com/groups/clw.dhils  

Center for Living & Working, Inc. 

Deaf  and Hard of  Hearing Independent Living Services Department 

Videophone: 508-762-1164 

TTY: 508-755-1003 

www.CenterLW.org 

MISSED A WHAT’S UP NEWSLETTER? 
Past issues of newsletters are on our website! 
VISIT: HTTPS://WWW.CENTERLW.ORG/2022/07/WHATS-UP-NEWSLETTER/ 

UPDATED: Therapists for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Directory  

Click here: https://drive.google.com/file/

d/1mRNQIKYYNjM4vYpRX7OECQkiW-PQlu62/view?usp=sharing 

Worcester Parent Guide to 

Community Resources 

CLICK HERE FOR ENGLISH GUIDE  

https://www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking
http://www.facebook.com/groups/clw.dhils/
http://www.CenterLW.org
HTTPS://WWW.CENTERLW.ORG/2022/07/WHATS-UP-NEWSLETTER/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mRNQIKYYNjM4vYpRX7OECQkiW-PQlu62/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mRNQIKYYNjM4vYpRX7OECQkiW-PQlu62/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5PR39xBKWPZQlJXgSJl5x3mb7TmUpua/view?usp=sharing

